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Course Description: AP Art History is a general survey of the fine arts of architecture, 

painting, sculpture, and photography of the world's art with emphasis 
placed on the ideas and values that shape western culture.  The 
sequential presentation of the artwork studied in the course begins in pre-
historic period and ends with post-modernism.  Special attention is given 
to non-western art including China, India, Japan, South America, Meso-
America, and Africa.  Students are introduced to the ideas and concepts 
that act as threads linking the diverse cultures and times studied.  
Particular emphasis is placed on the development of styles throughout 
the history of art and understanding this development through 
comparative analysis of works of art.  Formal analysis of specific works of 
art and architecture is also emphasized using the elements of art. 
Principles of design and composition, and various strategies and models 
presented in class specifically referenced to each art form.  Emphasis is 
also placed on the history of technique and art making, with in-class 
demonstrations on art materials.  Throughout the course, the study of 
signs and symbols are introduced to encourage students to interpret art 
works iconographically. 

 
There is an emphasis on developing clear writing skills and language arts 
analysis.  Building a broad and very specific vocabulary of art terms and 
art and architecture techniques is emphasized.  Students are also 
encouraged to develop their ability to think critically and analytically.  
Visual literacy is developed through daily slide presentations of art 
works and class discussions, with quizzes of previously studied works of 
art. 

 



The order of topics in the outline holds no special significance, since there 
are many different sequences in which the topics can be appropriately 
addressed in the course.  The percentage after each major topic heading 
shows the approximate proportion of questions on the examination that 
pertain to that heading; thus the percentage also indicates the relative 
emphasis that should be placed on the topics in the course. 
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I. Outline of Content 
 

A. Ancient through Medieval  
 

1. Greece and Rome 
 
2. Early Christian, Byzantine, Early Medieval  
 
3. Romanesque  
 
4. Gothic  

 
B. Beyond European Artistic Traditions  

 
1. Africa (including Egypt) 
 
2. The Americas 
 
3. Asia 
 
4. Near East (including Islam) 
 
5. Oceania 

 
C. Renaissance to Present  

 
1. Fourteenth through Sixteenth Centuries  
 
2.  Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries  
 
3. Nineteenth Century  
 
4.  Twentieth Century  
 

II. Suggested Time Distribution (approximate percentages) 
 
 A. Ancient through Medieval   Total of 30% 
 
 B. Beyond Europe Artistic Tradition Total of 20% 
 

C. Renaissance to Present  Total of 50% 
 


